Hew Year's
Resolutions

Welcoma to 2015, Melinda and T sincerely hope your Holidays were Filled with
Barily and good times. Before I discuss ABCL plans Por 2015, 1 want to give
tremendeus recoghition and thanks to Pat and Jennie Mika For their hard work and
Pantastic meetings in Key West, Aspen and San Francisce. I want to also Ehank our
Treasurer, John Rion, Por his tireless eFPorts and extrordinary expertise which
keeps our Pinances in check. Well earned thanks to Jim Jenkins For his remarkable
and cornprehensive directories, Jim Liguiari Por his unparralled energy in his
cecreaning Por the Pinest, nop noteh new members joining our Fellowship, and teo
Steve Lachean Por his always informative, creative, timeless and humoraus
Rountables.

All of our 2015 meetings, New Orleans, La Jella and Santa Fe, will Peature Lhe
customery Friday night reception at the conference hetel and a Saturday right
dinner. It is iy hope this schedule will allow Fellows and spouse/guests to abtend
our meetings and still be able to return to work and/ar court on Menday. There
atways will be the option to come early and stay late Por those who wish to spend
more days at the conferences,

Our First meeting will be at the werld renswned Windsar Court Hatel in New
drlgans, February 20 -22. Our ABCL room block is Por Boo sq. FE. suites at the
rate of $359, registration Pee is $500 per Fellow and $500 per spouse/ guests.
Saturday night dilner at Auvgust restauvrant.

The June 5-F meeting will be st the newly renovated La Valencia Hotel
averlpaking the Pacific Ocean, La Jolla, CA.

The October 9-11 Annval Confarence and Black Tie Dinner Dance will be at the
breathtaking La Posada Eesert and Spa, Santa Fe, NM.

ATTEMNTION EEQUIEED: WINDOE COURT HOTEL ROGM BLOCK CUTOFF DATE IS JANUARY 22

HOTEL RESERVATIONS: Toll Free- BO0.262.2662 or Hotel Direct-504.523.6000
EESISTRATION:  $500 per parson, CONTALT JOHN RION, jrion@rianlaw.com

Wishing you and your Family a very happy and heathly 2015, We hape Lo sae
you at the 2015 meetings. Warmest Begards, Jim and Melinda




Portait of a Judge

The Henorable Willlamn 7. Moore, Ir., the exemplar of
the ABCL™s eponymous Willie Moore Rule, was the Guest
of Honor at a cocktail reception, private viewing and
subsequent dedication of his portrait at the United
States District Court for the Southern District of Georgia
on November 7, 2014, ABCL was represented by the
ludge’s Fellow Georgians, Froelich, Ossick, Tolley, and
the Qutlander Uguorl. Postcard-size reproductionof the
porteait suitable for framing will be available as a prize at
the next Len Chesler Raffle.

Richard Lubin has been named by Best Lawyers in
Amrfca as ong of three Florida “Lawyers of the Year™
for Crimanal Law. In case this was missed before, 1

thought v"all should know. Fal Shohat

Today is one of those days, 1 lost U.S. v Spencer 5-4 en
bane in the Ilh Circuit{ Don Samuel had very
graciously Ibﬁ't[!-ﬁ! Mmool Solrt mae Por the oral AT L)
My associate Agne Krutules had won the Panel decision.
I ook aver when she took another job. In the meantime,
the court gramted the Governments' Petition for Rehearing
En Banc. As of today, in the 1 1th Circuit you can never
raise improper classification as a Career Ofender on
2235, even ifthe Supreme Court has ruled, after vou were
sentenced, that one or more of your predicate offenses is
mol a crime of vislence, (You con raise it on direct
appeal, just not 2283.) The opinien is 108 pages. Pryor
wrote the opinion, with Martin, Jordan, Wilson, and
Rosenbaum wriling four separate dissents. That was the
bad news, Oh well, on 1o the Supreme Count. The good
news was that the kudos for brother Lubin caused me to
wonder who Best Lawyers had recognized in Georgia.
Tums out Don Samuel is Georgia Lawver of the Year for
Non White Collar and yours traly is Georgin Lawyer of
the Year for White Collar. 1 would rather have wen En
Bang. Bruce Maloy (11/14/14)

BOOK REVIEW

Several weeks ago | read Cheney Mason®’s book “[ustice In América”™
about the Casey Anthany trial, 1t i amazing the obstacles that were put
in the way of the defense by the Court and the prosecution and the
avalanche of adverse publicity that had to be overcome to obtain the
ngt guilty verdict. Chaney did an incredible job, without pay, and he
gives credit to the entire defense team, It is a worthwhile read.

lerry Froalich

Bernholz takes top honor at NCLW Awards event

Corothy “Dottie” Bernholz accepted the 2014 Weman of the Year
award during the North Caraling Lawyers Weakly Wamen of Justice
ceremany on Nov. 13 in Raleigh. A panel of independent judges
selected the Bernholz for the honor. Lawyers Weekly congratulates
Bernholz and the 29 other legal professionals chosen as members of
the 2004 class of Women of Justice, Reported by lan N, Friedman
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BREAKING NEWS! Hank Asbill has just achieved an amazing
sentencing victory. Prosecuters wanted Virginia Governar

Robert McDonnell to go away for up to twelve long years. Hank
gol the judge down to two. Wow!




Fresno attorney James Homola elected president of elite legal society
By Pablo Loperz The Fresno Bee December 21, 2014

Fresno attorey James R. Homola has been elected president of an elite legal society that is committed to fighting for the accused,

His colleagues say Homala marches to a different beat. Homela, 67, says he is a perfect fit to be leader of the American Board of Criminal
Lawyers, having seen the law from both sides of the courtroom. His one-vear term starts Jan, |,

Homola was a prosecutor — fiest for the Madera County District Attomey"s Office and then the Fresno County District Attorney™s Offize
— betore getting tangled in a ticket-fixing scandal in 1980, His subsequent resignation, he says, urned out to be “a blessing in disguise.™

Since 1980, he has specialized In criminal defense in federal and state courts, defending drug dealers, killers and white-collar criminals.
He is a centified criminal law specialist with the State Bar of Califomia (out of 185,738 active lswyers, only 353 are certified criminal law
specialists, according 1o the Bar) and has the credertials 1o argue cases in front of the U5, Supreme Count. Mow, he has the distinction
ofbeing the first attorney from Fresno — and from the Valley — to be naned president of the national organization, which was founded
in 1978 and has about 225 members nationwide and in Canada and Europe.

The members, who are called fellows, include heavy-hitters like Florida atterney James Cheney Mason, who was co-counsel for Casey
Anthony, the mother acquitted in 2011 of killing her 2-vear-old daughter, Caylee; Southern California attomney Blair Berk, a Harvard law
schoel graduate whose clients are a who's whe of Hollywoad: and Atlanta anomey Donald F. Samusel, who has written several books on
criminal defense and successfully defended former Baltimore Ravens linebacker Ray Lewis against a double murder charge in 2000,

The ABCL meets three times a year to discuss important cases, Becoming a fellow is difficult. Lawyers have to be nominated by a fellow
and had 10 have tried at least 30 major felony cases 1o a verdicr, winning at least 33 of them. OF the 35 successful cases, a1 beast five of them
meust be capital or life prison sentence cases. After a background check, the nominees face a vote by the membership.

Homola has been 2 member since 1998, He says the only other fellows from the Valley are Fresno attorneys Roger Nuttall and Anthony
Capozzi. Retired Fresno Judge John “Nip™ Gallagher was ore & member, but now has honorary status, Homola said.

Homeola is mamried 1o Melinda Homola, a former associate superintendent of the Fresno Unified School District. His fkce, Edward F.
Homela, was en excoutive in the casing industry for 50 years; his mother, Dorothy, owned a painting and sculprures shop in the Bally's
hotel in Las Vegas.

When he was § years old, Homola wrote his autobiography. In it, he says he wanted to be a lawyer, not a baseball plaver or a fireman. ]
would not change it for anything,” he says now. A graduate of the University of $an Diego School of Law, Homola began his career in
1974, working for the Madera County District Attomey’s Office, His claim to fame then was indicting the three men responsible for the
1976 Chowchilly bas kidnapping and interviewing the kidnapped children in the grand jury procecdings.

Former Madera County District Attomey David Minier worked with Homola during those cardy vears. While most prosecutors dressed
conservatively for court, Homola had long hair and sometimes wore an all-white, Mexican-style suit to court, Homola™s wardrobe also
included tacky plaid suits. “He narched to o slightly different Beat than the rest of us,” said Minier, who is a judge.

Homela was 2 Fresno prosecutor from October 1977 to Apeil 1980, when he resigned, According to Homola, deputy district sttomeys were
dismissing traffic tickets so nonchalamly, the office had a stamgp that read *Case dismissed ™

A four-month MeClatchy Newpapers investigation in 1981 found that more than 2,300 tickets were summarily dismissed over 30 months
by 48 prosecutors, costing the county $130,000 in revenue, “When I keft the office, | knew it would never happen again, because | took
the stamp with me,” Homola said jokingly.

Homaola said he has done more than 200 trials. On the walls of his downtown office are framed Jury verdicts of his acquinals. Among them
5 the not-guily verdict for Frank Fino in October 1980 — Homola's first murder trial, In the trial, Homola told the jury tha Pino stabbed
the victim in self-defense. He said he won the case because a police officer had put his initials on the murder weapon to Keep track of
evidence. The initials also happened to be the same as the victim's, Homola says. In closing arguments, the prosecutor never explained
the initials, so the jury likely surmised it belonged to the victim, Homola said, grirming.

Over the yrars, he has won acquittals for other accused killers, as well as drsg dealers, bank robbers and Eun runners.

“He's a great trial lawver,” Nuttall said. Homola is good at his eraft, Nutall and Capozzi said, because he is smart, witty and not afraid
to confront the prosecution.

But what really makes him special, they say, is that he is a nice guy.




[Judges® skit and song, 2014 Courthouse Follies,
by Jed Rakofl]

[“RLE™ = Judge Ellis: “JSK" = Judge Rakoff:
“LME" = Jedge Smith; “LTS" = Judge Swain)

JER: | can'™t wai 1o celebrate the Southemn District’s
quasquibicentennial,

RLE: The wha?

JER: Quasquibicentennial. @ w & 5 g u i .. | know it sounds
kind of kwary.

RLE: Cruasquibi .., I3 that 3 new protecied class?
JSR: It medns 2256 anniversary, dummy.

LTS I think that™s the number of anniversaries my husband
has forponen.

LS Or the number of pro se petitions on my six=month Tist,

JSR: Don’t you know our court was the very first federal count
ever created, even before the Supreme Court.

LTS: What's the Supremes Court?
LM$: That's why our court is called The Mother Court,
RLE: Sure is a mother,

J5E: 1 don't think of our court a: a mother. | think of if as a
bezutiful woman,

LTS: [preening] That's certainly the way | look at it.

LuES: [sashaying] Mo tod.

JSR: But as the saving goes, the law i a jealous mistress.

RLE: How 507

JSR: Well, for example, the other night my wifie and | were home
alope, we had o candlelight supper, a linke wine, | put on some

musi¢, and prewry soon | was feeling a linle ... frisky.

LT5: At your age?
LMS: Not possible.

RLE: I thought “feeling frisky™ had been outlawed by Judge
Scheindlin.

JER: Anyway, my wife looked at mwe romsantically and said
“What are you thinking?™ And | said...

RLE: Yea?
LTS: Yes?
LS Yes?

J5R: 1 said, “Dear, I'm thinking beautiful thoughts ...about the
il frand statuoe.”

LTS: Coal.
LMS: Suave.
RLE: Andd whay did she say?

J5R: She said, “You are definitely a mabe fraud.” But gosh, |
can't help it. Just thinking about the law gets me hor and
bothered,

RLE: I know what vou migan.

[The piane seunds a pitch, and JSR and BELE then sing the
following dust, in mvo part barmony, 10 the nme of “Lida
Rose™from “The Music hMan® by Meredith Willson]

BLE & J5H:
Lovely law, oh beawmiful law,

Each day we love you more and mone.
You are free of foible or flaw,
Although at vinses vou are 3 bore,

Ouar hearts pine
Every time we open your code.

Line by line,

You're 5o dam amusing and so confusing.
Lovely law, oh beautiful law,

All your provisions leave us weak.

We are lost, our pastions arge raw,
Like any genuine law freak.

So here is our tribute
To whom we applacd,

Lonvely law,

I1"s vou that we Taud,

Lovely law, oh lovely law, oh lovely law ...

|LMS and LTS immediately go into the following duet, again in
two part harmony, to the wne of “Will 1 Ever Tell You?", again
From “The Musie Man.™]

LME & LTE:
Drrcam of law,
Brave and strong,
Dream of 2 statute,
S0 big and long.
Do we need you?
Oh wes, we nead you,
Aud we plan o read you,
But only when we're nearly gone.
Mever plain,
Mever clear,
You make all meaning
Just disappear.
Youre chever
Bleyomd all measure -
That"s whiy we treasure
The Law,

RLE & JSR: Lovely law, oh lovely law, oh
[The two songs are now sung simulancously, as a double song]




Courtroom Plaque Honors Late Criminal Defense Attorney

Slaasd

an, who died Inst vear, wi with a memonal plague in the

The plaque, which is sponsored by the Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, the League of Prosecutors and the
Miami-Dade state attomey’s office, will be unveiled at 11:30 am. Thursday. It will be located in Courtroom 4-1.

Sharpstein, a former parinér at Akerman, commined suicide in his Miami Beach home last year at 63, Over a four-decade
career, he handled some of Miami's most high-profile cases.

The former criminal defense attorney represented disgraced Miami-Dade County Commissioner Joe Gertten, star FIU baseball
player Garrett Wittels and Peter Rosello, the son of “Real Housewives of Miami” star Alexia Echevarria, who was sccused of
beating a sleeping homeless man,
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Officers 2015

President
James R. Homola, Fresno, CA

Presi -E
Jerome J. Froclich, Jr., Atlanta, GA

Vice-Presiden

Blair Berk, Los Angeles, CA

James K. Jenkins, Atlanta, GA

lohn J. Ossick, Jr., Kingsland, GA
Roger M. Synenberg, Cleveland, OH
Peter B. Wold, Minneapolis, MN

Seeretary

Vicki Podberesky, Santa Monica, CA

v 2
Barry W, Beroset, Pensacola, FL
Drew Findling, Atlanta, GA
lan M. Friedman, Cleveland, OH
Gierald Handley, Kansas City, MO |
Charles L. Hawkins, Minneapolis, i
Larry Kazan, Phoenix, AZ
Michazel Pancer, San Diego, CA
Michael J. Rosen, Miami, FL
Randy Schaffer, Houston, TX
William W. Swor, Detroit, MI
Chuck Watson, Boseman, MT

The RoundTable

Steve LaCheen, Editor
Rita Bognanni, Staff

Future Meetings

February 20-22, 2015: New Orleans, LA
June 5-7, 201 5: LaJalla, CA
October 9-11, 2015: Sante Fe, NM

Treasurer
John Rion, Dayton, OH
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