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Vino Spina! Birmingham lawyer branches out into the import wine business

Bob Carlton | bearlioni@al.com December 19, 2013

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama - In 1902, Sam Spina came to America from his native Si ¥, ewentually settling in Birmingham and oper

A wholesale impor Business an Morfis Avenoe, where he sald alive oll, dry goads and other food products to mom-and-pap grocer I--..
Mow, more than a century later, Spina’s prandson. Birm righam defiense lawver [ommy Spina, has partnered with some of his relatives
irom SEcaly 1o lorm the new Sam Spana In porang offening sicthan wines that are being distnbuted throughout Alabama by
Birminzham's International Wines & € rafi Beer

['he wines a Tean MNemn

d'Avola (red) and a Tasari
Crrillo (white) -~ are bottled by
Caruso & Minini winery in

raile, Silicy, and have been
in avallabde 1n Birmingham
simoe Movember “Bicilian
wings being s0 mnew o the
MAMKEL, no one really Kisoaws

wiheat .5.-._'. are, Spina  =ays

*They are just & good wine for
(% PImce thmt e KIONAS
il | he Tosan wines meti]

for less than £12 a botile

or the 6l-year-old Spina

whio was bom the vear afier his
prandfather died in 1950 — it's
hke life has come full circl

After he graduaied [from
fuburn Universitv in 1974, his
rirsd job ol of collepe was a5 5
wine sabesman It lasted =

WK

Spina went o Cumberland
School of Law instesd. and
later embarked on a legal carees
a5 one ol |t1|"'|'l'__'|'_|||| L |k |

Vorful  criminal defense
lvwvers | |'-\.' ||:|r|-'|| MESIness.

|..l|.:_| 1025 glWwWavs e aan hs

apina s Lather, Faual A '~i|'|||'_|
and his uncle Domimic Spina
grew up working at the original
aam spma lmponing Co., and
they took over the family

Their slopan was, “Trade with

I||i.' Y S. Fast I N'AI D

lew years apo, when Tommy

apina researched his famih
history on a trip to Sicily and
reconnected with a long-long cousin Marco Spina. “1 was there, and we were having dinner for 16 spuna recalls. “O0 course. they don'i
MELSE, A i 'I'I'-\.|"'-..\J|\._"-L'::'||'|' in. Bt | came away from that. and Marco md I became kind of e And he suppesied

i 1 .. - ok 1 = T P
hat we consider (Importing) Sicilian wines. That was all that was sadd

w. Aleszand o Re, and Alessandro's Fraend
iam 1 meet with Tommy Spina and ialk about forming a pariners]

[hey staved in touch via email, and a vear or so later, Mareo Soina o 1d b= futur

Ennco Mapoli, came o Birming

Ao now, Spinn is right back where be staned when b EOt oul of Aubum and was trving 1o leure oal wha do with the rest of hiz life

s fume, though, he ihinks he might just stick with i




FIRST ANNUAL VALENTINE’S DAY
DOG COLLAR CRIMINAL DEFENSE COLLEGE

ONE HOUR SPECIALS
Private Sessions/Corporeal Sessions in the style of your choice
(Latin, Greek, French & LGBT)

The ABC's of XXX
The Action of Ejectment
Adverse Possession
Coitus Interruptus, the Rule Against Perpetuities
Cy Pres Laid Bare
Escheat for Submissives
Extra-Marital Privileges
From Foreplay to Forfeiture
Gideon's Trumpet, Blowing On?
The Lure of Search and Seizure AY
The Penal System in a Nutshell p
Restorative Punishment !
Self-lncrimination
S5ex in Cyberspace
SEM Your Way
Sophistry or Sodomy
Tangible Personality
Torts for Tarts/Tarts for Torts k
Trespass Quare Clausum Fregit :
Trover and Conversion
Victimization and Restitution
Voyeurism Secrets Revealed
The Word Made Flesh |Acolytes Only)




Board of Crovernors 2014
Leonard M. Chesler, Denver, CO
Drew Findling, Atlanta, GA

lan N. Fnedman, Cleveland, OH
Gerald Handley, Kansas City, MO
Charles L. Hawkins, Minneapolis, MN
James K. Jenkins, Atlanta, GA
Hugh Keete, New Haven, CT
Michael Pancer, San Dhego, CA
Randy Schaffer, Houston, TX
Richard A. Sharpstein, Miami, F1
William W, Swor, Detroat, Ml
huck Watson, Boseman, MT

Officers 2014

President
Patrick Mika, Colorado Springs

President-Elect
James B. Homola, Fresno, CA

Vice-Presidents
Blair Berk, Los Angeles, C#

lerome J, Froelich, Atlanta,
John J. Ossick, Jr., Kingsla
Roger M. Svnenberg, Clev
Peter B. Wold, Minneapolis

I he Hound Table
Steve LaCheen, Editor

Secretary -.
Wita Bognanni, Staff

Mack K. Martin, Oklahom

Tws ARl

K e Aviald

Treasurer
John Rion, Dayton, OH

‘witure Meetings

February 7-8, 2014:  Key West, FL
June 12-15, 201 4; Aspen, CO
October 10-12, 2014: San Francisco, CA
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