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Visa Exposed As
Massive Credit
Card Scam

ralcls

SAN  FRANCISOO—In  coordinated
Monday at kecations in Delaware, South Da-
koda, and California, federsd agents appre
hendbed dozens of executives at Visa Inc, a
sham corporatbon sceused of perpetrating
the largest credit card scam in L5, history.

Accopdimg to indictments Bled in 115 Dis-

| trict Court, Visa poscd
_VISA as a reputable lender,

working Lhroogh banks

to pecidle a varkety of
scomvincimg-loaking eredit cards carefully de.
signed Do dupee consumers nto spemding lar
more money than they had. The criminal
growip wodld then impose a suecetsion of -
calating lees on unpaid balances, allegedly
bilking some S300 hillion fram vielima i the
past year alone.

“Thiz & eriminal behavior of the most wle
sort,” Atlormey General Erie Holder sakd inoa
press conlerence (ollowing the arrests, esti-
moftig that tne In three Americans have
fallen for the scam since iis eepibon in the
19704 By masquerading as a legitimate biisi-
ness, this lbcit symdicate was able to prey on
helpless citizens for decades, charging un-
Lathamahbe interest rates on U order of 15,
30, even 30 peroend or more. s staggering.

Mobody coubd alford that.”

“Thar actbions of the Wisa crimd ring amouni
o nothing leas than mass exfortion,” Holder
contimsed. ~Anyone who's holding a Visa card
has most likely alresdy been ripped oll.”

Calling the scam’s breadth and sophistica-
tion “unparalieled,” Hobder said the ringlead-
ers of the plot carclully portrayed themsebees
as topelevel financial execulives, spent untold
sums of victhms' money on a hoourigus high-
rise headguarters in S3an Francizsco, and em-
ployed scores of graduates from elite busi-
ness schonls—all 25 3 means 1o perpetuale an
elaborate conlbenee fme.

Investigators sald ¥Visa oflen targeted vl
mnerable individisols, such as tlose with lim-

fed Bnancial resounces, $udents,
COVER and cven the elderby. The group's
m typical con invobeed direct solicl-

tatic through leiters supposedly
written by the CEQ himsel, which often
pradsed the recipients DY pame and stated
that they had been hand-selected lor favored
trestment.

*I needsd 1o pay o some medical bills, and
this aeemed ke 8 goord llil'lh'll':l'l.-' aadd Visa
cardbdider Efleen Carlson of Phoenix, ex-
plabning that hier nitial akapticiam of the ol-
lers was worn down by the barmage of official-
looking mail she recehved almost dadly from
the criminal organization, “Bul bedope | mew
iL, ey woiere diemancding at beast $900 a month,
whilch | conldn't pay. They kw1 didn e
any moncy o begin with—what did they
expect?™

“and they kept alter me for years,” added
Carlson, breaking into tears. “For Christ's
sakee, yow canTet Bload from a stone.”

According ta the Federal Trade Commis-
shon, Visa often employed perverse twists on
s standard rusc, hering viclima with proe-
ise=s of free gifts, enticing buat inscnstable “re-
wards®™ prograsms, of deceptively bow interest
rates that lafer ballooned ouf of comtrol and

siphoned away every last penny a person
had.

“These crooks manipalated inbercst rates
and charged arbitrary, exorbitant {ecs on it
erally anything they conld—too much credit
card activity, oo litthe activiby=I1 was utterky
shameless.” sald Barbara Pendleton of the
FTC, sugoesting Visa used deliberately con-
fusing financial language as well as fraudulent
threats of ltigation to squecze money from its
whelbimd, "Then they sat back and did nothlng
while the money Gowed in [rom people who
actualby werk for a living.®

Adided Pendlcton: “What's more—and ehis
ie truly sickening—L_hey became o oonfident
ey could gl away with this stalf that they
ofpeienly conducted national ad campalgns and
eponsored charity svents. These paople are
the scum of the earth.”

According to former Wisa CFO R MNedl Wil
Hams, a crime boss tumed government infor-
mant, the syndicate comgdled troves of sensi
thve personzl data on millions of Americans,
mchading home addresses, birth dates, and
Ingome levels, and regularty sohd this Inferma-
thon to third parties or explodted it to draw
new viCTEmS into the scam.

“Sure, peopls dhould have known Delber
than b trust o magical card that allowed them
ta e anyvthing they want without any momey
whalsoover,” Williams sadd. “But al Vizsa we
unsdberaiandd that peopde will believe anything
il they want i bad enough. Thal was the gés
nius ol our whole scheme™

As of press time, lawyers lor Visa had pro-
claimed their clients’ innocence, citing the
fact that there is still no federal law stopping
banks from charging any Interest rate they
poddamn pleases, o
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Feflow Jon Paul Rion has been elected president-elect of izl Ly
the Ohio Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, taking P (543} ME 280D
office for the year 2013, The cument membership of Sepirmber I3, 2011
COACDL is north of 700, It has members In all of Ohio's
eighty-eight (£8) countics, OACDL was founded 25 vears
ago. We are all prowd of Jon Paul Rion for accepling the ke T e Tl
honar 1o serve, Jahn H. Rion 1420 Walsest Strcet, Susing 1301
Rion, Rion, & Rion, L.P.A., Inc. Pl Fa i
Dzt Sowr:
My sikins hai chaped, Flene nsic sy addren below:
Fellow Max . Stern has assumexd the presidency of | 2 Third Avestss
sy, S0 306

the Massachusetts Association of Criminal Defense
Lawvyers, from this summer and for the next two
mml Hawarrly,
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Dear fellows,

For the past year | have been defending a small town
businessman who was accused of 21 counts of sexual

exploilation of a child, child abuse and child pomography -
related charges. After Months of investigation, days of WANTEDI
caurt hearings, relentlessly gathering reconds, documents Translator/Int erpreter

and complaming witness information, the proseculing
attormey conceded that the defense theory - the accused

was set up, was more likely true. The proseculor filed a e

motion and order io dismiss all counts against my client PR G e AR

that was signed and deliversd moments ago. 61 year old

Robert Mishata went from facing 21 possibie iife sentences e

o complete freedom, S Eere ke baes s i

Most importantly, this case had an ABCL connection. | e R

spoke with lan Fricdman on several occasions about the PR—— :

case. Fla had D'Bﬂt Insighl and valuable advice far me, £ onm Bhal [ osm Lu e she font we wAEn pEu. el

including obtaining the right 2xpert. 'm going to Hooters to e At el T Mgl i e g
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Report: Samantha’s New
Haircut Pretty Bad, But Don’t
Say Anything

COOKEVILLE, ThR—Acconding 0 & report
from the Department of Health and Huoman Serp-
wices, the halreut Coskeville resident Saman-
tha Howard got Toesday looks pretty terribis,
bzt pleate don’t say amyvthing. because she's
th.u!y & ke Ereature aloul i "I kKol ol
choppy and lopsided, like one of those lair-
styles they say is pring 10 make you look young
amd eool, but Samanths just cant pull i@ off "
HHS Secretary Mathloen Scbelies pald, “Her
fnce i too pousnad, foe oo Thing. Please be o=
viaed to tell ber ' fine and then change the
subdect® As of press time, Howard's halrout
just pewcked 1o preew 0 & Itibe, and Americans
were being urped to support her decision o
mayte wear i in & pomdall for now,

John Edwards Pays $30 To
Register Edwards2016.com

CHAFEL HELL, NC—{Hsgraced lormer send-
tor apd democratic presidential canslidate
Joben Edwands told repdrters Friday that while
e s s pallieres s o Bowr presbebendt in 20106, be
has nonctheless reghiered Edwanda2006 com
hetcamme “you Rever know” "Tm deliniely mot
going to ren—i's completoly out of the ques-
then=—bal B fever hurta 1o boep your opliona
open.” sakil Edwards, whirn palitical career of-
lecitvely ended afier B was revealed thai be
haid fathered a child with a former campalgn

NATIONAL
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crg. “H'n ouly 30 buclo, s 1 Gguned, wivy bl
Better sale than sofry,” AcConding to Edwards,
il e s rum, ‘which e acdamanthy stated ho
wiad Bol golng Lo do, he's already got & few
campalpn skngan ldeas he brainatormed “just
for the hell of 0"

Area Nephew A Very Funny
Young Man

TACOMA. WA—Calling him “gukek™ sl
“wery clever” local aunt Maria Palmer, 47, con-
frmed Wednesday that her pephew Gregory
Uimn B o very hmny woung man “is B hae
ing & sland-up comadian in your Bving room,”
subdd Palmer, adding thai the entertaming
1Rywar-cdd boy cracks her up with both b
funoy aldts and his “spod-on” npreaskon of Re-
ﬂtﬁmhu = don't know wihere e comss up
with this stulf™ According 10 reports, Palmer
hsaa todd her nepleew that he abould send in
saere of Bk pooes o Safureiay Nipht' Lice

Gentle Ben Biographer's

Shocking New Book
Reveals Famous Bear's

28-Pine-Marten-A-Day Habit

ko thist &1 the peak of his acling caneer, Ork-
ebwatod Amcriean black bear Gontle Ben was 3
ferocins. sddicd who consammed ap 1o 28 ploe
maartens & Aoy "1 spoke to a production assks-
tant whese job was to buy the pife martem
and sneak them into Gentle's tralber,” sakd Gary
Collbns, wisose book (R0, Geatle, fnfo Tl Goof
Might contends the bear “was not abways &

el 10wtk il bee'd B ol leasd frve prline
marteni, and by the tine be stambled onlo the
sk, hee coudd barety male i through his soones
Whien hie finslly crashed, be sometimes hitser.
nated bor a year or mone. That cosd him a role
a6 Em'.‘:.h:h' Ademe” According o the Bl
wis only with the help of Bear Jesas that Gen-
the Bem was able to break the chabn of his crip-
plireg Mustelidoe addiction

Area Man Has Some Pretty Shitty
Mob Ties

MEW BRUNSWICK Nl—Despte kwcal con
tractor Danny Polazza’s regquent cisimms that
“Bee knstvw's & lew juys,” Eriends ool Mo
dlay that the 42ywar-okis ties o the Malis are
aciually prefty shitty, “He's abwayn udng this
really Enowing volce to ask wus i thore's am
thimg we petd—"anyilving af sl —kast the mosl
bnpressive thing he's ever come through with
is tickets to a semibpro hockey match,” sald
Ryan Lambeert, who grew up with Polarss and
onoe pocehed o Irec case of Vitsmdn Water
[irose Balim. “Sometimes hell shover up with Uhese
calrones that are really delichogs, but I'm
pretty sune he pays for those ool o his cen
pocket.” Heached for comment, Polarsa told
reporiers that il they kept thelr mooths shot
and didn’t ask too many guestions, e could
get thom backstage during Mew Brenwewick
High School’s spring production of Pipypsin

EXTRA
Brother's Name Repeated

| worker whilbe his wile was dving of breast can-

By Carl Golden

n the verge of another cam-

paign season, voters can ook

forward o a bombardment af
ipocches, commercials, infervicws,
mailings, railies, and robo-calle
Most will leature catchphrases,
sound bites, and ope-liners of Hhmil-
ed meaning and jess originalily.
The following list, by no means com-
prehensive, i presented as o public
seTvice.
e daal haw 3 revenme problem; we
bave a speading problem: This is
meant to create the false impres-
sion that & candidate knows some-
i thing about public finances.
Governmeni izn'l the solulion; povern-
meat bs the problem: Let's return this
to the fortune cookie from whence
It Camme.
Gabe: Best used to refer to airport
arrivals or entrances to front yards
— rather than as a suffix 1o magnify
any miss a public e,

gentie as his public image would suggest " “He  In Disbelief r o

Jump e shark: Hardly scems worth
it for the dozen people who under-
stand what It means,

|
¥
z
|
§

mymity: A reporter's way of warning
readers that what follows could

Forbidden phrases: A campaign lexicon

PRevenni-miutral OF &t leas s few mil-
Lion bucks in my favor.

il ot s end fo these otragecus pov-
ormmeni subsldies: Your friends will
lose theirs, and my friends will get
their

Relighon mest be off lmits: Unicss |
can comvince people that my oppo-
nenl’s faith s strange and depraved.
You can’l mse govemnmmest as a persoaal
AT Bast 1 can,

A ymear campaign by a desperate candi.
date: Damn, he's on to something!

I'm not the least bit ophmistc
that sny of these¢ phrases will go
away. Thers are simply too many
consultants who have them on three-
by-five cards, ready to be shoved in
front of & candidate at & moment's
notice, To them, trite and hack-
meyed &s tried and true.

Car Goilen Sorved BS DAOSS BCITRY
o How Jomsiy Gove. Tom Kean and
Chritie Whittman. He fves i Burngion
. !
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Man given life sentence for wife’s death to be freed

Innocence Project |- eietn L RE T Ty Jehn Ealey St St
B O AT - -
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and] Barry that Moriors O-yea
WL RGN Schack aE il S Etnoir
Lrusrtetel TR Bt wat ek hiv father — wa
Mgrton's iahtls=ataly obinined by th
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ey Gty Deeitrict Aftor | dreed frem Willlsghim wad & “guilt
ney Jokm Bradiey whos hion st Eomaier”
ey o the Teos Fo 25 years Bradier later sustends
mmek Selenoe  Commis in geitleg an siorne
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i e cervroeerial ik Thi achetee [
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im W4 afer Being coo- chear Morfon gleving that of Deben Jem  said it wa up do s couri  Ofe W cxmmited by Willingham oas
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Politicians are the only people in the
world who create problems and then
campaign against them.,

Have you ever wondered, il bath the
Democrils and the Republicians are
agmnst deficits,

WHY do we have delicis?

Have you ever wondered, if all the
politicians are against inflation and
high taxcs,

WHY do we have inflation

and high taxes?

You and [ don't propose a federal
budget. The President does,

You and T don’t have the
Constitutional authority to vole on
appropriations, The House of
Represenlativies docs.,

You and 1 don't write the tax code,
Congress docs.

You and | don't set fiscal policy,
Congress docs.

You and 1 don't control monctary
policy, the Foderal Reserve Hank docs.

Onic hundred senators, 435
congressmen, one President, and
nine Supreme Court justices cquales
to 545 human beings out of the 300
million are dircctly, legally, morally,
and individually responmible for the
domestic problems that plaguc

thas couniry.

I excluded the members of the
Federal Reserve Board because that
problem was created by the
Congress. In 1913, Congress
delegated its Constitutional duty 1o
provide a sound currency (o a
federally chartered, but private,
central bank.

| excluded all the special imenesis
and lobbyists for a sound reason.

545 vs. 300.000.000 People
-By Charlie Reese

They have no legal authonity. They
have no ability to coerce a senator, 4
congressman, or a President to do
one cotton-picking thing. | don't carc
il they ofler a politician £1 million
dollars in cash. The politician has the
power 1o accept or reject it No
multer what the lobbyist promises, it
i the legislator's responsibility to
determine how he votes,

Those 545 human beings spend
much of their energy convincing you
that what they did is not their fault.
They cooperale in this common con
regardless of party,

What scparates a politician from a
normal human being is an excessive
amount of gall. No normal human
being would have the gall of a
Speaker, who stood up and eriticized
the President for creating deficits.
The President can only proposc a
budget. He cannot force the
Congress 1o acocpl il

The Constitution, which is the
supreme law of the land, gives sole
responsibility 1o the House of
Representatives for originating and
approving appropnations and laxes.
Who is the speaker of the House
now? He is the leader of the majonity
party. He and fcllow House
mcmbers, not the President, can
approve any bodpet they wanl. If the
President velocs il, they can pass it
over his velo if they agree 1o,

It seems inconceivable (o me that a
pation of 300 mullion cannot replace
545 people who stand convicted -
by present facts - of incompetence
and irresponaibility. | can’t think of a
single domestic problem that is not
traceable directly to those 545
people. When you fully grasp the
plaan truth that 545 people exercise
the power of the federal government,
then it must follow that what exists
is what they want to exist.

If the tax code 15 unfar, 11's because
they want it unfair.

If the budget is in the red, it's
because they want it in the red.

If the Army & Mannes are in Img
and Afghanistan it's because they
want them in Irag and Afghanistan ...

If they do not receive social security
but are on an elite retirement plan
not available to the people, it's
because they want it that way.

There are no insoluble povernment
problems.

Do not let these 545 people shift the
blame to burcaucrats, whom they
hire and whose jobs they can
abalish; 1o lobbyists, whose gifts and
advice they can reject; to regulators,
Lo whom they give the power 1o
regulate and from whom they can
take this power. Above all, do not let
them con you into the belicf that
there exists disembodied mystical
forces like "the economy,™
“inflation,™ or "politics™ that prevent
them from doing what they take an
oath 1o do.

Those 345 people, and they alone,
are responsible.
They, and they alone, have the power.

They, and they alone, should be beld
accountable by the people who are
their bosscs.

Provided the voters have the
gumption (o manage their own

employees...

We should vate all of them out of
office and clean up their mess!

Charlic Reese is a former colummst
of the Orlando Sentinel Mewspaper.
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